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STBTECT: umrn!m ht Report.
TO: CMANDING OENERAL, Amy Alr Forces, Winston-Salem, Norih

Carolina.
Attention! Chief, Flying Safety.

l.  Submittad herewith Army Alr Force Form $#1U and allied papers
partaining to Alreraft Accident of B-29, No. M2-PM5T2, which tock place
eix (6) wiles South Southwest (35W) of Smoky Fill Army Air 7lsld, Salina,

Kensas, 2f Kovember 194l,
Rk Rl

Colohsl, Mr Corps
Commandings

21 Inele

Incl 1 =~ AAF Form No. 1U = Alreraft Aselident Resport.

Inel 2 = Attachment to Sectiorn G, Parseraph 10 - Statement of J
Englneering Officer

Incl 3 = Attachment to Section M, Parsgraph 2 ~ Desoription of the
Accident. g

Inel U = Attachuent to Section M, Parsgraph 3 = Action Taken

Inel § = AT Forn ¥o. 23 = Alroraft Olearsnce.

Incl 6 = Form F, Welight and Balance Clearsnce.

Inel. 7- 39th Group Local Alreraft Clearsnce.

Inel £ = Statement of Flight Engineer.

Inel 9 = Statement of Bombardler.

Incl 10=Statement of Kavigatar. g

Incl 11- 3tatement of Radlo Operator. & - :

Incl 12- Stotement of Tell Gunrer. i

Inc) 1% Statement of Station Weathar Officer. T L

Inol 1i- Statement of Briefing Offlcer {'ltn.t}_l"lr_)t{ }_LR"

Inel 15 =Statement of Control Towar npur_b]tuigp

Incl 16~ Ststement of Civilian @'ﬁu b

Incl 17= Statoement of Clvilian ([

Incl 1%~ Statement of SHAAF Fire Karshal. .

Incl 1% Mr Inspector's Investigation of Form L1B, =

Incl 20=Alr Inspector's invantigation of Communications Maintenance Forme.

Iicl 21~ Photographs of accident.
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Chief, Safety Region Seven, OFS, Kansas City, Mis
Major Russell A, Potter, RSO, Safety Region

' ig;fiwmr 1944 |
coumsenT wo._1 :

RAP/1el/Ha 0914

1. Subject aireraft aceident report is herewith submitted.

2, In emp:l.:l.m' ¢ce with recommendation Number 1, subject report, a valve
check team waz formed as outlined in the reports To correct trouble referred
to in recommendation Number 2, all aircraft wers for inspection of

fusl lines. Thls comprises th- corrective actlon taken in the field,
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o ¢ CONFIDENTIAL,

HEADQUARTERS ARLY AIR FORCES
CFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY

REGIONAL SAFETY OFFICER!S REPORT SAFETY RECION SEVEM
AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION

1. REPORT SUBMITITED BY: Major Rusasll A. Fotter, R.8.0.

2, DATE SUBMITTED: 7 December 194

3. DATE OF ACCIDENT: 2B November 194J

L. TIME OF ACCIDENT: 1840 CWT !

5. LOCATION OF ACCIDENT: 8 miles Southwest of Smolky Hill Army Adr Fleld,
Salima, Kansas

&, ATRCRAFT: Type: B=29 ACSN: L2-215T8 _
7. HOME STATION: Smoky Hill Army Alr Field, Salina, Kansas
€. ORCANIZATION: Second Air Fores, 17th Wing, 2,7 AAF BU (VH)

9, RESULTS TO AIRCRAFT: Complete wreck

13100 [

10, HISTORY OF ATRCRAFT & ENGINES: Army 42-2457€ was a Boeing-Wichita alr-
plane, purchased 2 July 194l and assigned
to Smoky HA11 Army Adr Field, Salina,
Kansas. The aircraft had a total of 317:00
and had never been overhsuled. (Sec attach—
ed Form "F* for weight and balance dets.)

* N

The Form L1P indicated that fuel pressure
on engine Mumber 2 ran high and that the
only corrective action was the bleeding

of the 1ine. The fuel pump itself was not
checksd. The subsequent entries indicate
that the fuel pressure contimued to run
high (see attached extracts from Form L1B).
Othar entries from Form 4L1B not considered
ut.nrill-

I|' 100 octans fual was used.

| Mo Teschniesnl Order nonecompliance ccncerm—
ing the airplane is material.

Engine Musber 1, R3350-23-A, AAF DW200L97,
wao mamufectured by Dedge and purehasad
1 June 194L4. It had a total of 292:00 _ | -

and had never been overhauled. -

Bngine Number 2 R3350-23-A, AAF DW200LER,
mmﬂct—urn;brhdpmipuuhlud
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2 June 194),. It had a total of 317:00
and had never been overhanlsd.

Engins Humber 3, R3350-23-A, AAF w220360,
was manufactured by Dodge and purchased

2 Juna 1944, It had a total of 317:00 and
had never bean overhauled.

Engine Mumber L, R3350-23-A, AAF 42-8L415,
hed besn overhauled at OCASC, It had a
total of 105:15 since overhaul. The last
100-hour inspection was accomplished on -~
this airplane.

FILOT: Allan M, Miller, Captain, 0-412870
HOUE STATION: Smoky Hill Asmy Air FPicld, Salina, Kansas
CRGANIZATION: Second Air Force, III BC, jij..t.h. Wing, 398 VH Croup

PILOT HISTORY: Captain Miller had primary training at Ontarlo, Califoro-
la, basic tralning at Randolph Field, Texas, advanced two-
engine training at Barksdale, four-engine transition at
Lockbourns, and B-29 transition at Alamogordo. Flying |
tims is as followa!

Total pilot time: 1623100 QD and CP time: 211:10
Total four sngine time: 733100 Total B-29 time: 55:15
QD time B-29: 55:10 Flying times in missions
Total L-engine: 1000:00 this type at JHAAF: 15:35
Time last 90 da: 55115 Time last 30 days: 42140
Total instrument time: 303:15

Inatrument tima last 6 mom: 11:35 HNight time last & ma:
Instrumant time last 30 da: 5100 23:25
Night time last 30 days: 18:10

CO-PILOT: Lewls S. Phillips, 2nd Lt., 0-830911

HOME STATION: Smoky Hill Army Air Field, Salina, Kansas

OHGANIZATION: Second Alr Foree, XAI BC, 314th Wing, 398 VH Group

CO-FILOT HISTORY: [Lt. Phillips had primary training at Lafayetts, basic
training at Walmut LRidge, Arkansas, advanced training

at Stuggart, Arkansas, four-engine transition at Loek-
bourne. He was rated pilot 23 May 194kL:
i, —

Total pilot tima: 387:40
Total pilot time last 90 days: L7:15
Total time this type: 18145
Totel time this model: 13155 s
Tetal instrument time: RE e 20150 -
) Total instrument time last & months: 000 4 :

b Total instrument time last 30 dayet 0100 i

Total night time last 30 days: 6110 N

Total night time last 30 days: 1:00
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RESULTS 10 CREW: Pilot:
Ce=pllot:

Navigator:

Instructor Bomb:

Flight Engineer:

Radio Dparator:

Cunner:

Radar Operator:
Cunnert
Mechanic—AFCE:

Instructor Cunner:

CONFIDENTIAY

Allan M. Miller, Capt., 2AF, 0-412870
Organization: IXXIBC, 314th Wing, 398 (VH)
Results: Fatal

Lawis S. Fhillipas, 2nd Lt., 2ZAF

, 0=830911
Organizstion: XXIBC, 31ith Wing, 398 (VH)
Hasulta: Fatal

William P, Barthel, Capt., 2AF, 0-72
Organization: XXIBC, 3l4th Wing, 398 (VH)
Resulte: No injury

¥William J, Bennett, let Lt., 2AF, O-
Organization: XXTBC, 3lith Wing, 398 (VH)
Results: Major injury

Edward T. Charles, Jr., 1st Lt., 2KF, Hm

Organlzation: XKIBC, Jl4th Wing, 398 (VH)
Resolts: Fatal

Perry F. Shoppe, T/Sgt., 2AF, 195018071
Organization: XXIEG, 3lith Wing, 398 (Vi)
Results: No injuries '

John J. ¥cCullay, .y 2AP, 37611279
Organization: , 3l4th Wing, 358 (Vi)
Rasults: Fatal

John E. Mardino, Cpl., 2AF, 39568287
Organization: XXIBC, Zlkth Wing, 398 (VH)
Results: Fatal

Leslis P, Fries, Cpl., 2AF, 203652LL
Organization: XXIBC, 31lhth Wing, 398 (WH)
Hosulte: Fatal

Johnm He Coriu 2AF, 31370021
Orl:l.ninuom’&ﬁﬁ, 3l4th Wing, 398 (W)
Resulte: Fatal

garl I, Oillbert, Cpl., 2AF, 33515150
Organization: IiIBG, ilhth"ling: 398 (VH)
Results: Fatal '

Henri S. Garner, Cpl., 2AF, 31369780
Organization: IXXIEC, 31Ath Wing, 398 (Vi)
Results: MNo injury

John W. Andersen, Sgt. 24F, 37198752
Sommnisation: XXIBC, 3Luth Wing, 398 (VH)
Results: Fatal

Ralph C. Demos .y 2AF, 14065328
Ormi:lthn: -iﬂ%,'ﬂht;: ¥ing, 398 (Vi)
Results: Fatal
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Instr. Radio Operator: Vietor M, Vanderpools, 5/Sgt., 2AF, 17076460
Organization: XIIBC, 3l4th Wing, 39B. (VH)
Rasults: No injury

20, MNARRATION Wﬁ: Army 42-24L578 tock off from Smoly Hill Army Air
. Fisld 1817, 28 November 19Li, the mission being a

local instrument and transition flight. The air-
sraft eirscled tho fisld and thsn at B0O fest , #tart-
ed & climb through the overcast. During the climd
Number 3 engine ran rough and after brealing through
at approximately five thousand feet, the Number 3
engine was feathered and level flight accomplished.
Six or seven mimtes of successful three-sngine
operation was accomplished and then Mumber 2 engine
canght on fire.

i
F i
Crew reports indicate that at thc time Number 2 en-
gine caught on fire the co-pilot becames paniecky,
staring straight ahead and giving no aseistaice in
the flying of the airplane. The pilet left his
seat, standing on the flight deck giving orders to
the crew, calling to the tower, and yelling for his
parschute. The towsr operator reported that he over-
heard an instruction from the pilot to abandon ship.
,  The crew reports that an order to "prepare to bail
out®™ was given but no order was ever made to jump.
Those in the forward cabin scampered for their para-
chutes; the onglneer attempted to maintain soms or-
der and assist crew members out. At this time the
airplane flew out of control, the airspeed varying
from 120 to 220 miles per hour, the alrplane roll-
ing and yawing, climbing and diving. At 1840, the
time when the tower overhsard the pilot instruct
the crew to abandon ship, the position of the air-
eraft was requested, but the pillot did not know.
Ten seconds later the tower observed the aircraft
bursting into flames as it struck the ground approxi-
mately soven milas southwest of the field.

" pr:rﬂ-vaav\f-—, N—

21, INVESTIGATION DISCLOSED: 1. Weather was.mot & contributing factor in
this accident—The=wirphene was above the

overcast at the tims of engino troubls.
Ceiling was 800 feet; visibllity five miles,
The top of the overcast was approximately
5000 feet indicated, icing conditions exist-
ed in the overcast, (See attechod weather
reports and crew statements.)

2, The aircraft had 5600 gallons of gasoline
aboard at the time of warm-up. Its gross
weight was 114,270 pounds. (See attached ; "

Form "F".)
i il 4uu
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