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STATEMENT OF T/SGT tHOPPE, 60TH BOMB SQDN,, FLIGHT ENGINEER.

fa

Ao took off st sround 6115, The clock on the instrument panel had been
removid 60 I don't know exactly tho time but it was just ubowt £:15, We
elimbad to 200 feet, Capt, Niller celled in st thut time and asked if tha
field wae clear for transition ond they told him 1t wes weather but clear
for tronsition, e went up to 5000 fest - above the overcust, On the way
hit loing conditicns, turned on de-icer boota and pitot hest, I started
the intercooler flaps cloeing to maintain cerburetor temparsture at 25
degress, At that time No. 3 erzine ran rough.

Did No, 3 mum rough on take off?
It psemed like it ewellowed & valve; the backfire was st the same speed always,
Did you have eny trouble before yon hit the overcanst?
No, eir, 4s soon me we went into the climb I noticed it. Then we climbed
up over the overcost., FPulled power back on No, 3 to 20634, ejj‘.
JHI "F‘ hll 1
You had full power up until you hit the bottom of ths overcast?

Tes, sir., We gobt cbove the overcast and it wae throving sparks and rmmning
awfully rough so I notified Capt. Miller to cut it to nrop. It was very «

clesr, you could ras tha stars and blanket of clouds balow., Te feathered ths w4
prop and I cut the mixture, the fuel shut-off valve, turned the gsnerator et
off, I slreoady had the vacim pump on No, 2 po that I wouldn't have to move Fs]
it; then cut the magneto switech off, Everything was normal on the other TR
three engines. B! -

i
About how long did yeu fly aleng? o P
I would say aporoximately six or seven minate s. It wes that long anyway, .‘:"

The pilot had called in for emergeney landing instrustions end told them
that ono engine wus feathered, Then we started to turn - which direction it
was I don't lmow becsuse I couldn't see from the englnesr's sest - but we
otarted down through the ovarcast and everything wee still normal and It,
Millar sellsd me and he told me No, 2 wen en fire. I asked Priss how bad
it was burning snd he maid that the whole bottem of the wing seemed 4o be
on firs. The first thing I Aid wos cut the fuel shut-off valve, cut the
zensrators off in thet enyine. At thut time Lt, Phillipe set up power on_
the other two englnes, on 1 and 4. %

.

Did you notice the fusl pressure on No, 27 &

Fuel pressure was normal, ILt, Phillipe set up 43" ™on No. 1 end No, 4 and

wa wara maintaining goed flying speed nnd we ware rointaining nltituds at

that time, : L e

On two engines with the other engine burning? -:.’;_-

T,

.'J 3 -
Yos, sir, the other & ngine was burning at that time, Capt, Miller got out ; ®
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of the pilot's seat and he ordered ue %o prepsre to baill out, just to stend
by at thet Lime. Ths teil gumner (neaistant enginmrr} = I hud him up in
front - opened the hateh end the nose wheel wes still up.

Q: You tried to get the geor down?

At Lt, Phillips put the gear dom, It ceme down normally, he hit the teddle
an? the gesr camo down, Then the fire was out of control. I thought they
night try to put it out and I ssked him if I should pull the fire extinguisher
and ha didn't enswer; he eeemed to be hunting hiz parechute, Then Capt.
Miller yelled for his parachute and called the tower &nd scid we were balling
out, -

Q: D4d he get back in his eesat at any time?

A: Sir, I don't ¥now whether he did or rot or whether he stood up., I was
watching tha ssrhwrater temperstiree end he ealled to me ond said "0.K.
Shoppe, tha other mon will be 1l out and you and I will sweet it out." At
thet time Lt, Bannett asked Miller "Should we bail out?" He said "Yes, sir."
S0 I opened the bomb bay docrs and Corporal Fries called him and eaid
"Bonb bay deors open.” Capt, Miller wes otunding up, I don't lmow if he hed
hie headset on, He yallad "For Chriet's sake, bail ths men ocut." Caopt,

karthel had mone first, I den't know whot altitude wo were at thet time. I

Q1 You were ptill on instrumenta?

At Yes, sir, The first man came out through the cloude becuuse I watched io see
through the hetohes if thay were dropping out through the clouds, I remember
Lt, Bemmett went, then Carner was to go, who wec the tail gunner, and Garner
didn't go.

Q1 TTho went first?

43 The Navigator, Captain Barthel, went first, Befors Bannstt went he noticed
Gurner hed his chute on wrong. He wea resl panicky so I grabbed hie hand and
put on hie ripcord ond shoved him out, and Capt. Miller screamed at oo ts
got out of the alrplone, I looked up at Sgt. Vanderpool and he waps trying
to craml out of those steire end I knew if he did he wouldn't got out eo I
kieked him rut, I reached over him rnd fastened my chute and Capt, Miller
yall~d at me "Go, go"., I hadn't hit the ground yet when the alrplene
oxnloded, i

Q: Mot wes Miller doing at that time?

At Captain Miller was stending up, He wus just as frantic ss could be, You _
couldn't do a thing with him, I tried to talk %o him and cowldn't even 3 4 -
make sense. No nne was flying the airplane, Juet before I ceme out Lt,
Phillips was sitting thers with a glare, looking straight forwerd. No ome
was flying the airplane. Miller was stending there yelling in the pilot'se ;
compartment "Give me my parachute”, I wes trying to choek the instruments A

end get contset with tha men in tha resr and in the mosntime trying to iy
throw the other twoe mon out., I remembar him standing up end screuming., He *F
wap out of his seat, Aftor I hit the ground I just left the parachute lay el
whare It was and ran streight to tha alrplens, o P
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‘it Whara was Lt, Charles in the airplena?

3
Statement of T/S7t Shuppe (comua)

&1 In the roor, sir, Ko

o

Q: Did you have any indicstion on No. ? backfira or csuse of the fire?

At No, sir, no indications at all, All indlcations were normel; fuel pressure
never dropped, hedn't dropped st the times I left on No, 2, =411 O, K,

Q3 Thst ie important. Ycu arc sure ebout thet?

At Yas, pir, when I cut the fuel shut-off it dropped, but until th t it was
perfect, L

N: How long ufter tha fire sturted did you rhut ‘bha*f*ﬁff, do you remember?

At Just me soon as Frioe told me how bad it was burning I reached up and
fli.«ed the fuel shut off wvalve forward, sir,

-

Q: You didn't have any indicatlen eof anything wrong with Ho, 2 thet might hawve
gauped the fire?

At No sir, as far as I know, I checked the instruments and they were all
normal,

Q1 ‘Then did Miller stort getting out of hard?

At Just u'.;r poon 2a he fomd there was & fire in No, I he got reslly frantic,

Q: Ha waa 01l right up to thut time? Perfectly normel ss far es y-u can tell?

At The only difference he kept talking to me a lot., He was cross with the
eco-pilet. I noticed that before the fire atarted. He hever talked to me
bafore.

At Tho waa fyine the airplane when you sterted down through the overcast? [
at Ceptein Millor.

-

gt You say Lt., Phillips wa s the one who added tha pmﬂ

A: lt, Phillips had to add the power becsuse Capt. "Miller wae utanﬂing up st
the time the power was inecreased.

Q+ How much did you incressa on Ko, 1, 2 and 47 X s
2300 -~ 31 ” Q. _

At The power was 2232, Never incressed the power until I shut off the fuel, ;
2433 on No, q_and No, 4 '

armo-33% 2
Qt Tou say you were still in mid eir nhan the plene erashed? “ L

At It srashed bafore I hit the ground,
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How far ware wvou from the plane whar it hit the sround? Approximatealy,

A wvory shert distence, I wes thera in no time at 211. I don't know how fur,
I sew the cow was in the burnyurd and I was scared I was going to hit it

and loos ened the leg strap and the cow got tengled up In it, I sew the cow
aither in the light of the fire or the moomlight, I wasn't sure,

Yore you under tho overcast when you weni out?

Ye 5, sir, I ncme through the smoke of the airplane,

-

You landed south of the airpleno.

I am not sure, sir, which way it was. It wasz thet farm house there wherdé we
came through last night. o

Did you notice during the flight, ufter you got up on top, erratic flying?

Did thoy seem to know where they were ull the time, any jumping eround in.the
cockpdt?

Uy ba ck was turned to the pilot end co-pilet both, The navigator was very
culm, probubly the coolest man on board = very eslm,

Do you think there is any chance thaet No. 3 wae icing up?

No, sir, I had the corburetor temporuture at 25 and if it had been ieing, it
would have cleared it up &t thot time. 1 and 4 wera perfeet, sir,

Prier to your bailing out would you ssy it mss in control or out of control?

T dem't lmow for sure besauss I was watching the instruments beceuse we only
had two engines left. I undorstood that Cept. Miller and I were to bring the
agirplene in and the rest of the crew wus to beil,

Do you know whether Phillips had a chute with him?

Yes, sir. Phillips wne sitting on his. If ho had it on, I don't kmow. I
didn't heve mine on.

You don't lknow actually whether Phillipa was n the airplane at the time you
bailed out? £

Z wmen't positive sboul it, I plamend around at ons time and Lt, Phillips
was sitting there with his hands down at his sidea when Niller was ‘standing
seraaming after he had incrossed the power,

Do you lmow whether the airplane was on eutuastie pllet or not? 3

No, sir, thst is one thing I do not lmow, 411 the man were congested around
ra, It wus 811 T eould do to operate what I had to operate thers; they were
pushing ur against me and I eould do very 1ittle,

‘a
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Q: TWhen Fhillips set the power om 1 and 4 was thst when wyou locked to sea who
was flying the airplene? ’

Lt Yae, sirj Capt, Miller was standing up., Lt, Phillips didn't have hie hand
on the stick, If ha did, he had his right hend on the whasl - could have been
rossible, Hia left hend was at hic cide.

Q: %ho gave the ordar to lewer the gecr? Did you hear eny corder given?

A: No, I heard ome of the men screaming thet the gear was still up and I called
Cupt, Miller vnd told him the gear wus still up and theon it went down. Capt.
Millor may hove resched deown end teddled 1t,

4t It was quite & while after the geur went down until you got out?

At I was the last one cut, I wouldn't venture to say how lomg 1t wmas, .

G: How did the plerna hit, whet posltion?

4: The noss wes down., Yo wers losing =ltitude awfully fast and it on fire
so I couldn't tell which position the winge wer§. Crreenod on hit.,

Q¢+ Did it esreen around, which =uy?

At T pow the {lemes fly, sir.

Qt You didn't sce the tail whip around?

At I couldn't see tha toil,

/8/ Perry F, Shopre
PERRY F, SHO.FZ
T/Sgt., 60th Bomb 8q.
Flight Engineer,
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