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G CONFIDENTIAL - i

CONFILENTIAL 2 9 Novd.. br 190 ’
STRTEMENT OF lst LT. Wi. J. DENNETT, &Oth ROMR SQUADRON,

Ve took off sbout 6115 and climbed to about 2000 feet, indicated that wsa,
Ceiling 800 feat or somothing 1ike that, Capt. Miller eslled in and told
the Tower thet there was BOO-foot celling and asked was the fleld open for
transition. Tower told him yes it was open for transition and that he was
cleared for 5000 foot - I don't wnderstand the procedure exactly, We wenmt
on up through the overcust and I would say the overcast lasted to about
4300 to 5000 feot, Five thousand feet was the highest we ever got, On the
way up through the overcast No, 3 engine went out on us end we tried not
to feather, but finally on the recommendation of the Pilot and Engineer
Ho., 3 engine was feathered., So immediately we got in cantact with the
Tower snd told them/Wers coming in, that one engine was out, Immedistely
after that the No, 2 engine, I think it was, started cutting up also,

-

Whila you wern etill on top? Ne. 2 storted te aut up In what way?

Yes, eir, still on top of the overcast, I don't know how to describe 1%

but it seemed to ba turbe fire or something 1like that at first, but it did”
develop into more than that and we immediately started loeing altitude

bacauce we weren't getting eny powsr “rom our 1 and 2 engines. I remember
Capt. Miller kept calling about how was the carburetor heat and saveral
pertinent thinge about the moter., Sgt, Shoppe was working away back thers ¥
Just as celm as he could be, doing a good job ot the time, We kept eteadily
losing altitude, petting pretty close to the ground, Capt, Miller told
Shoppe how about he and Shoppe riding it on in and the rest te gat out and -
immedistely told us to stond by for bailing out.

Did you get it over the interphone?

Yos, sir, on ti.o interphone. So immadintaly all of us get ovr chutes
ready and made sure averything was snapped, and at that time he motiomed

ma to get out of the nose, to etand right behind him, I me in the nose in
the meantime; I was standing in the aisle directly behind him. Then he .
let the nose wheal duwn and opemad up the hatoh so we could got through if
necessary anc about that time Sgt. Shoppe, I believe it wae, called up the
crew members in the back and asked if the bomb bay doors were open,

Did you hear thet on the interphone?

I heard that more or less verbally; I didn't hawe my heedset on at all,

I hit the bomb bay door switeh on the pilot's panel and (I think this is
according to Shoppe - he said they replisd the bomb bay doors were

I didn't hear that personslly, I hato to say this now that it's all over,
but I think Capt, ¥iller wee & little too ercited and did not quite eontral
himpelf properly for the responsible positiem he was in. He was moes o9
less panicky and all the time we wers gaining or losing altitude,

Was he flving the plane?
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Statement of lat :l{’ Wim., J. Bemnett (cont'd) C(X-’H EII_}ENT]-AL :

Actunlly I think the ailrplane wee taking core of itself. Thea air spsed .7
would run up, we would zo up and lose air speed, go down and pick up,
losing altitude &1l the time pretty fast,

What was tho co-pilot doing?

In my estimation he was more or lespg frazen...
el S
You didn't ta 1k to himi

I asked him if he had his chute on, if he was ready to go and got no snswer,
In my estimation Lt. Phillips wes just more or less blanked out, had no
control et all, and I aeked Cept, Miller several times "Shall we go?" because
I wmas stunding right beside him and I could see we were losing too much
altituds for safety. About that time he got all the way out of his pilot
seat and was looking fir his sma p-on parachute, The cendition that Phillips
was in and action of Millers, there war abzolutely nobody at the comtrol,

I am sure of that, At that time I told Capt. Barthel, who was waiting (he
more or lass had to straddle the Lig hole thers in order to lat some one alse
come through or for the Navigetor because it is so narrow there with that
turret there) I told Barthel to go ahesd, lot's get out, becauss in my
astimation no one is flying the ship and I figured it was time to get out,

S0 Barthel went out, Then this Corporal Oarmer = he was more or less hap=-
hazardly prepared and he was fixing to go end I notiosd he had his chute on
upeide down, and I don't kmow whathar one of his leg straps was buttoned or
not - a0 I teld him to get his chute on, then I stepped over and went dowm
through myself, From then on out I was by myself,

Viare you in the overcnst whan you boiled out?

I waen't in tha overcant whon I beiled out, I was second man out and whenm
my parachute opened I pould see the ground, so we must have bosn sbout 800
or 900 feet whan we bailed out because I could see the ground. Then I
landed and busted up my leg.

Do you know whether the autemstic pllot wap em or not?

Ha, =ir, 1t wnen't en,

You are sure of that? r

I could say I was positive of that., I nover holped him set it, The
bombardier should help him and he never sald anything about that,

You don't recall the altitude of the airplane when you left?

Right at 2000 feat, between 2200 end 2000 feet, I wae stending thero
watching the air spesd indleator end altimeter ut the same timg, .

How was the airplane acting, going n levelecourre?

I wouldn't say it was under comirel, eir; go up and down and kind of su
fish tail meroma thare, It wasn't mder somtrel,
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Statement of lst {l.u-. ¥m, J. Bennett (cont'd) CCILQFIEEL‘JTIA].,

G: Do you think it ig possible ho right have ennpred the suto pilet on
without your dmowing it?

At 1 belleve it would bs more or less dangerous thing *c do. I den't think
20, #ir. It would be just as dangerous to emap it on, send us into a
dive or elimb unless it was properly adjusted,

4t Wera you in the overcsst when he lowered the wheels?
4t Yes, pir, we wers in the overcrst,
Qt Did you see the airplane at all after you parachuted out?

At The only thing I remember I landed in the groveyard and I woe busy dodging
tombstonos, That 1s how I cracked up my snkle, I pulled my shrouds to
dodge tombetones and at that time I saw the airplene burning.

Qt Wes it & protty big fire when yon bailed out?

At “hen I bailed cut it was pink on the interior of the cockpit., I could see
thie pink reddish glow cll arcoumd so I figured it was time to be loaving,

41 That was No. 2 engine?

Ar Yes, sir, I believe that is correct, No, 2. I wam right up there where
most of the control was, right bhatwesn the sngineer and pilet end heard
a lot of the conversstion and personally I tried to watch averything my-
eelf end tried to nes common sense on something like that. Then altitude
and air npeed gets so low it's no time to dilly delly erowmd,

-
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A -}“"" 1st Lt,, 60th Bomb Sq,
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