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1. ORGATZATION: lovstioa, by Neme ifQ ZUb 4 Oommand ur Atr Porceuti fiporce

k-oup__‘_w___squudm <nd ork tacment An

2. SBICTFY: Place ¢t Departure lcrth Fid ; course 243% 251 330~ 5127 23C 13kC 176
T et or Intenied Destination okohama

i Type of Mission_lopbing (Corbut)
3. r I'H.‘iJ-i CONDITIONS AND VISIBILI’I'Y AT 'I'JEII.&. OF (RASH QR IHM' LAST RM!I‘EDJ

Le

(b) Specify whether aircraft was last Quhtd ( )i last contacted by redio
( )i Porced down (X); Seen to erash ( ); or Information not availedle ( ).
5+ AIKRCRAFT WAD LOST, QR 1S BEIIEVED TC HAVM BEEN 1OST, AS A HESULT OF: {Cheek only

one) Enexy Adroraft ( ); Enemy Anti-Airersft ( ); Other circuxstances as followst

Irformation not a?ailnb;e

AAY Seriel No_ blcbo0@9

AAY Serial Nos  Aircralt ditohed

6. AINCRAFTI Type, Model and Series
7. NICKNAME OF AIRCRAFT, If Any:

8. ENGINES: Type, Model and Serieslu

(a) (r) e) (a)

9. INOTALIAD WEAFONB (Furnish below Maice, tno and Serial Mmder): o
Make:__Same A8 j6 } Types ' —
(a) ; (2 3 (e) ; (4) s
(o) 3 (2) 3 () 3 (b)) 3
(1) 3 (3) 3 (x) 3 (). ;
(m) ; (n) eeed (0 3 (p2 ,

10, THE PEROGNS LISTRD BELOW ﬁmsm AS: (a) Battle Casuslty.X

or (b) Mon-Battle Casualty,

11, NIMBER OF PERSONS ABOARD ATRCRAFT: Crew_ ll _; Passengsrs_ O ; Total_ il

(atarsing mish Pilot, furnish the follcwing partioculars:

Crew Namze $n Mull _ Sarial On-rm

7s W Chan I e ot Pre
PN 44 - a.t -y -
e nm&-‘*un.'ﬂ‘ﬂ L XX
WS eo o .. Cpl X - . .*1.*,.“ i res
ESS 9. o-msmn—nﬂ ¢ T, e v g
KR, 10 ¥osope, Lawrence J. /5t mmmmmm on
Lk, L L.Davegpor- “"'mm‘”“hl"-fﬂﬂ giesing in Actlor
2. "
13.
Yie

12, IIJJJ-'I"ZF‘{ BRIOW¥ TiHOOL PaRSCHS WHU Al BallaViD TC HAVE LADT KNOWLEDQE QF AIR.
CAAFT, AND CHECK APFROFHIATE COLUMN TC INDICATE BASIS FUR SAME:

sck.anlz One. Column
Saw
Naze in Full Contacted last Sew Foree.
Uast Neme Mzat) Bank ASH. hkrBadla. Jizhied Comb landing
1, Jdrlermation not available.
2.
3.
Le
- Olase . :
(.Nn h: A. BR:DimAs, 1, m ele
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FOLLOWING STATHMANTS: (a) Purschuter wers wsed i 3 (3) Perscns were sean
wnlking away from scene of crash___ 3 (o) Any other recson {Bpeaity)

lh., ATTACH AERIAL PHOTOGRAFH, MAP, CHART, OR SKETCH, SHOWING APFROXIMATE LOCATION
WHERE AIRCRAFT A3 1AST SKEN OR HEARD FRCM:

15. ATTACH EYEWITNESS DESCRIFTION QF CRASH, FORCAD LANDING, Q.. OTHER CIRCMSTANCES
PERTAINING TO MISSING AIRCRAFT.

16, @VE NAME, mmmumwommmmormw. Ii‘m.
i conchicted in accordance wl

DATE OF REPOET__ J1 May 1945,

[£ «v'ﬁéfﬁaﬁ%
;be- e of Pre
GEORGE W. MMDY
17. RIMANG OR RYEMAITNESS STAIEMENTS Colonel, Adr Cox"pl,
Commnding.

Rescued members of crem not present. Details and information not cvailable,

Note: On Bupplemenial reports, it is not necsssary $0 repeat aoewsrs $0
queations previcualy snswered, exeert questions 1 and 2. Aadditioral
statsmants moy be attached here’ -
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San Franclscc, Calif

3734 AIDPT S 12 Jue 19iS

iir Ses [lesose Report No. 9 (Supplenent to AAF Fonu 15, Md 4 Juae 1945)

Upoloa nusber 70, 49 lay 15,
2. dina 3%ith Borbardment ¥ing. Group: 29th Bombardmeml Group.
Squadron: Borbardment Jquadron., Plape lNo. 44~69087,

s QW #>5 aad /4 engines baltle damaged und frath-
ored due to loss of oil, mb-bay doors jarmed open creating oxcessive
drag and.o@m. aing aircraft to lose altitude rapidly.

‘L. Ditching: 123X, 29 May 1945. gsition: 120 miles northeast
£ Tori-Shima. Coordin, as: 31949'N-142

5e : At aspproxinately 1705, 30 May 1945, by the submarine
USS Tigrone, « Returned to North Pleld, Guam 2 June 1945,

6. Crew:
POSITION BANC  BAE ASN,  LAST SEEN
Ap. Co.mender 1lst Lt, Gre ar B,  0-798199 _Rescuod
Co=~Pilot F/0 cox, Richard F. ™ = T-63102 Reboued
Navigator 2nd Lt. Howes, Howard L, 0-556107 Rescued ..
Bombardier 2nd Lt., Christ-Janor, Arland F, 0-785474 fescued
" LFlight Engineer N/Sgt. valum, Clare A. . 18055907 Hssd
Radio Operator Cpl. juteman, Elias T. L2041 4,01 Rescue
FC Cunner S/5gt. mw, Frank E, 35860890 Rescued—"
&ft Gunner “8/sgt. Taevpe, Lawrence J. 15329499 MilﬂiM
t Gunner Sgt. Qavenport, William T. 17122771 Hissin
ar Operator 2nd Lt. Hayenga, Ralph V. 0-2068845 Rescusd
- vTail Gunner Sgt. Mapisowits, Charles L0610 iissin

mi2e \tchings Immediately after bombs away over tar-
get A/C receive Aok hite in #3 and #4 eng! ies, sorb-bay, radio
room, and vut.im utabilmr. Puel transfer syste:s wasz shot out and
Co~Pilot's throttle catles w.re severed. #3 engine was foathered over
target due to loss of oil, while #4 engine was losing oil nm
mwmwomormmmmuautmwﬁm Yy after

leaving the Japanese Coast the Fiight salled for f#k englno to
be feathered as it was about to selze up loss of oil.
- T ’ ‘
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Airplane Conrwmnder ordered Babardier to sclvo bamb-bay tank to lighten
the aircraft (bombwbey tark with trapped fuel whighs approximetely 1000
pounds), All switches were on und efforts to salvo tank by meens of
the normal salvoing procedure failed, Finally Bombardier and Radar
Opurator salvocd the tauc by relecasing the recks with a screw-driver,
Li so cdoing they were unable tc close the bomb-bay doors, thua creating
excessive drag with 2 enginos ocut,

b, Preparation for ditching: Airplone Commander lrnforme o buday

B-29 of the situation and headed for nearest Dusbo (#§). He then
contacted Dwbo #9 on VHF and informed the Dumbo of the erergeucy situa-
tion that wisted. Aircraft turned on heading to Dumbo and was requested
to naxe one circle, Dwbo was unable t. obtain fix; five minutes later
another circle was carried out and obtained fix on‘their scope,

A state of emergency existed scon after #3 angine was feathered. Adr-
plane Cures:nder urdored craw teo Jettison all loose equipment and prepare
for ditching. Tiue eguipment, jet.lspned through bomb-bays were {lak
suits, bomb sight, helmets and amrinition fram front and aft lower tur-
rets, all ammnition in front and aft upper turrets were fired, Astro-
dome, Flight Engineer's and Teil Gunierts escipe hatches ~nd all mis-
cellaneous loose equipment throughout the aircraft were also jettisoned,
All escrpe hatches were opened in the front and resr sections of the
aircrafi prior to ditching, The Astrodome was shot out when standard
removal urocedure failed, #4 engine was unfeathered to utilize all its
available power for ditghing, . ’

e %s. Airplone Commander, Co-Pilot end Flight
Engincor resd elr respective seats; Radio Operator sat besid-~ the
Flight Engineer; Navigator sat braced under his table; CFC Guunor lay in
the tunnel on his back with {eet braced against the front top turret; Left
Cunnor, Right Guansr and Rrdar Oparctor set broced agaiust the rear pressurc
bulkhead in the unpressurized section; Tall Gumner sat braced in his eeat
in the tail section; Bombardier sat in Radlo Operator's seat braced sgalnst
front top twiet. (This switch was undertaken becsause Radio Oporc.tor wns
wounded, and he hau a much better chance to escape by way of the Flight
Engineert's hateh,)

d. Ditching: Wind velocity was 15 knota; directiou was HE, vieidw .
111ty was over 10 miles; height of swells were 10 feet; distance from crest
tc 2rast was 30 feet; extent of the chop was rough; and weather conditions
were 1000 foot ceiling with 5/10 coverage. Landing was accomplished pulle
ing 43" Hg. and 2400 RPM on #1 wnd #2 engines, losing 300 feet per mimute .
at 130 MPH, Headed tircraft into the wind and extanded full flaps., lLanded
upwind without relation to swells with noge high at an angle of 10° and
heading of 270P,
impact,,
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f. Esgupe: Airplans Comancer ard Co-Pilot through thedr
respective windows; CFC Gunner ard davhgator tirough the ..strodomw;
"ndio Operator, Flight Engineer ~rd Beobardier thirovg Fugineer's rhatah ;
iad r Operator and Gunners tixouch brken section of adrerslt . roir
ilﬁtchc

g Survival: Life rafts were inflated fros. toe foaide of
adreraft, T.c Airalane Comunder made ds woy up on Wie le [t w e and

nelped the CFl Guoner free e Inflated 1ire raft  ocon wis part. . Ay
stuck. T.iey gave one jerk and the raft cume [ree just o6 adrer U ostor-
tod 1o staid on its nose. The Adrlane Comuander Lwuil o tonei the et
forvard, cle.r of the alrcraft. He then cliubed ino the raft wa wdo
r-r the wounded Radio Operntor and pulled nim into the rafu al ang vieth
tv ¢ Co-Pilot, In the meantim. the lavigator had viled the rirht egft
1t 00 the compartuent, In so doing the raft wes ripeg cper. in tw
vlnces fro.a tue jazped edge of the trailing wing; it wao foen certladly
infloted. During all this timc the Radar Operator nad tried tc save the
T2il Guiner wo did ipt have o lige West on for some unk. o reidi.i.
Howev. r he Wos wiable to hold hin up very long due to Yi. dmoien Reft
shoulder, Then the Bombarui:r and Radar Operutor were ulled iilo tne
remeinin good raft with the other survivars, The < gefts were tied to=-

g>th.r, [During the rescus period the Eﬁ_:ﬁht Evgineor,; Right -nd Left
QuOpeTrs were seen 1n the wotor with e ; j.n.fIa%é’d, and  later

thoy drowned (rezsons unkmown). Jh@ Tail Gunner drowised bec.use o. the
uct thut he w.s not a good svdamer an nYE & MaC_eX

B o3 % -ttt X alrcr. e e e £ : FEYS
and Inter directed the B-17 Jumbo to the survivors, The Dwio lLaseciat-
ely dropred an Airborne “ife Joat (Higgins) 70 yards froa the men, It
took an estimated two hours to rcach the life boat Ly paddling Locavse
of an extreaely rough sca., The first Dumbo was relieved by cnother at
left the survivors just before it turned dark, During the nigit toe seus
increased in i.tensity., The sc: would turn the life boat at a capsizing
angl: and would toss the occupants out repeatedly., The wind, aish seas
:nd rain comtinued on up till noon the next day,

h. Resoue: At that time an 05 wes sert repoatedly witd: the
SCi-578B (Gibson Girl) found in the léfe hoat, At L4330 a B-17 Dunx was
sighted. 1lte attention w s ipuediately attracted by tho use of distress
aioke, flere signals and sea .arker. The Dumbo sighted ond aircled the-
survivors for 2 short period of time., Then a PBY Dumbo Jjoinod the other
and dropped maoke bombs to spot survivars, An hour later tiie Submarine
U33 Tigrone was sighted and enother barrage of distross suoke and flare
signals were sent up by the survivors, The submurine cans along side and

pigked up survivors, Tho time wis 170§K; date 30 1945; coordinate
318%9'00"::-1 V6120"T, o i & ’

a. Astrodone relecse mechonism be modified for casy raoval of

Astrocome, (Other means such' cs shooting or chopping Astrodoix: out is a
compon ocourrence when oll other st.ndard procedure fails),

SOUEIQEATIAL
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b. Life raft relcascs be imstalledt on Flight fagineer's pae..

c. A 50 foot length of wpeo, # inch, be placed Ly ¢rci life
raft for tie purposy of hamling aen te saft i a rough 8ed,

d. Airplanc Cormamdcs and Co-Pilot's ullet proof glass nol be
renoved prior to Gainsning to prevert occuparts froa getbting mt o flve
ing glacs wien nose of sircraft caves ia upon iapact,

c. Mater bail-owt putp in Alrborne Lifc Boat (liiggins) bo
sounted in a vertical position to alleviate the necessity of a wman 1lyirg
on his bedk in & cramped and tiring position to operatc it.

f. Airborme Life Boats (Higgins) should be drovped down wind
{ro.: survivors to facilitate all atterpts to reach the boat with the help
of wind and seas.

9. Cosments and Criticisms by Investigating Co wiittee:

a. Present locking cevice is not adequateton Airplane Coawander
:nd Co-Pilot windows, Recouend & sultablo locking device be instelled
on ecach window to prevent slasming shut and jaming when ditching,.

b. Recommend all crews be given instructions on contents ard
the use of equipment found in an Airbornc Life Boat (Higgins).

BY COif..1D OF BRIG.DI®R GENERAL POIER:

/

Lt Col, 4AGD,
MJ Gene

Distribution: As indicated in Ltr, HQ .CJ BC, £ile 373 AIOPN, Submeot:
wDistribution of the Narrative Ditching Report"”, dated
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u/Sgt. Clare A. Lovelace, Jr.

Sgt. Charles Markowitz

5/Sgt. Lawrence J. Toeppe

‘Sgt. william T. Davenport, Jr.

LY

4018 East Stwele Street
wichita, Hansas

Mrs. Clarice C. Lovelace (wife) v ]

.r. Philip darkowitz (father)
408 Hinsdale Street
Prooklyn. New York

e

“rs. Jary Toeppe (zother) /
¥illersville, Ohio N

i

/

wrs. Helen L. Davonport, Jr. (wife)
Star Route {
Couneil Bluffs, lows
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