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WAKIHE TIANSFURT SQualitvi KILE FIFTY-Tuy ,
MARLNE A LhCRAFT GHOUP TWLNTY=-UNE
FOURTH MARINE A RCHAFT Willi, FLEET MARINE PUKCE
c/o FLELT FOST OFFICE, SAN FRANCLSCO, CAL1FUKNIA

21.april 1945
STATEMENT ' CAPTALN RUBEKT if. WITCHELL, (Ol6380) U.S. MARINE CUALS RES.

Sub Joct: Accldent observed 16 April 1945,

Just after teking off frun Agans on a routine instrwaent
flight, 1 observed & four-engined plane Jjust off the east ccast of
Guam, This plane was at about six hundred (600) feet, paralleling
the ccastline, when first observed, aa was in a gentle pllide.

The plane was observed tou continue its gllide to the water,
Upon lmpact with the water, the plane skipped once, exploded upon

next lupact and burned. We procesded to the scene of tile accident
immediately.

wo spotted what we believed to bpe une survivor. The fact
thut there was one survivor was conflirmed by an F6F pilot flying
thereo, ‘

Vie dropped a raft upwind from the survivar. ¢n tne next
time around, the raft was still closed. We made another pass and

tiw raft was then open, 1 tacu,ht tiwt I saw a wnan hold.n, to the
side of the raft,

We dropped two suoke buibs to murk survivors position and
cuntlnued circling ut one thousand (1000) lest. Vinen Dumbo arrived
ut 1430, we departed.

Tho crush occurresu ap, roxlmately one the. sand (1000) yarcs
off shore. Tiww wreckayge drifted in toward shore. One open life
raft was observed about two hundared (200) yards soutin of the wreckage,
The survivor was about fifty (50) feetl south-cast of tie alreraft.
Time of the accident was approximately 1355,

; / /’év/ /8/ Robvert H. hiltcnell
' KOVE:. T H. MITCHELL
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STATENSIY CF  JAMES A. RANE, GUITES YA™R 1,0 467 Szasees
XE JE\-E'I;A

Trlangle Point, I noticed & B-29 flying low over tne water hesuoed

Approximately 14:45, 16 April 1u45 wuile on e v
alrectly intu Pagu Bay frow uppreximately due east, Ly first
reactlon was thut 1t was anotuer planu Just Uly.in, low - but
wondered now & salp of tnutl size would clear tne terrs.n of Ly
Island. Alrcraft cont.inued tou lose altitude anw finally wade
contact wath tne water without attowpting tu cuange its atiitude,
Aircraft flight path wayg at 5 depree descent wutiu to; of the water,
Alrcraft burst into fluues upon l.pacts AlL but une wing tip
Suvuerged wathin twe or three minutes., 1t was hard to deteruine
w“hether or not anyone was abie to escuape, from where 1 was

viewin,, tue accident.

/3/ James A. EKane
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MARINE TRANSFCRT SQUADRON NINE FPIPTY-TVO
MARINE AIECRAFT GRECUP TWENTY-ONE

FOURTH MARINE AIRCRAFT WIXG, FLEET MARINE FORCE

c/o FLXET POST (FFICE, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFCRMIA

21 April 19hs,

STATEMENT OF FIRST LIEUTENANT IKE A. ROSENBATM, (023305), U. §. MARINE
CORFS RESERVE

Subject: Accident witnessed 16 April 1945,

We had just taken off from Agana Field on 16 April 1945, when
making our down-wind turn and leaving the traffic circle we observed a four-

oengined aircraft flying very low juat off the sast end of the island. While
ve vere still watching the plane it hit the water going directly down-wind.
It was izpossidble to tell from our distance if the plane was attempting to
ditch or if the glide was broken. After contact with the surface, the plane

skipped once and started to dburn immediately, dreaking up at once. We imred-
iately called Dove Tower and informed them of the crash and proceeded over the

scene, Upon circling at an altitude of approximately two hundred (200) feet,
I thought I could make out one or more survivers;, so on another circle over

the scene wo dropped one (1) 1ife raft. We continued circligg from one thousand
(1000) feet and as the debris started to Arift towards the shore we dropped two

(2) smoke grenades to mark the scene of the crash, After about thirty-five (3%)
minutes a Dumbo appeared over the scene and circled.
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24 April 1945
Statement of G. C. Fridaell, ALN 3¢ 576-14-38.

I was a member of tmne crew sent cut to ssercn for survivers cf
B-29 crasua. Qur plane was PBY O-A 46475 and we searcned t:.c
arca of crash frow about 140C tc 1600 - 1Gth April 1Uu45., 1

suW nu survivors, only one partialiy infloted raft ana o wing
tip of the plane stichilng out of the water. A smceke buwb was
burning in the wuter wien we ot tiere arnd we droj,.ed twe iure
tuo direct tue Autracks whilch arrlved un tis scenes shortly velore
we teflt,

The pluny hau floatwva In up to tuw reol winale we were

circling and all 1 sew at any time wes some wreckayge [iuating
around but nu survaivors,

The wreckage seemed tu Ls 3elf sealing ygus tanks, small

ones, a few sma.l bourds ani sevceral oxy.,en tanks. There was
8 small 01l slicK,

/s/ Ge C. ifriddell
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FIRST MARINE AMFHIBIAN TRUCK COMPANY,
FLEET MARIKNE FORCE, PACIFIC, IN THE FIELD.

18 April, 1945,

STATEMENT OF FIRST LIEUTENANT ROBERT C, McNAB, Jr., 019523,
U, S. MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

On 16 April, 1945, upon instructions fron Hesdquarters, 34
Marine Divislon, to investigate a plane crash in the vicinity
of the Pago Bay Area, I proceeded with two amphibian trucks
to the-deelignsted area. Upon arrivel at Lates Point I discover-
edi a wing section of a plane sticking un approximately 30 feet
and lodged apainst a reef. This wing section anpeared to be
the right wing section of a B-23 Bomber. Due to the high surf
and the reef 1t wes 1mposerlble to get any closer than 30 or .36
feet to this wing section. Debrls of rll types was floating
in the adjacent eren t0 the wreckage. In this debris a white
canvas sack was plcked up and a set of navigation logs., After
circling the area for approximately one hour and a half no
bodles or persons were found in the area of the wreckage. At
approximately 1630 a P3Y patrolling this area flew low over-
head indicating that he-found nothing and wes leaving and I
left also. Upon arrival at my camp some four or five Army
orricers who were investigating the accident were awaliting
my report. I turned over all the matter that was plcked up

at the scene of the wreckage to Captain Truchsell of the
Army Alr Forces,

A}

MeNAB, Jr
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BRIKF OF HEADQUARTERS ARMY, iU 50 3 ooaag o1
AIRCRAPT OFFICE OF FLYINS JAFET. #  BRIEF NG

ACCIDENT WASHINGTON & ;,“\

DATE AND TIME 16 Avri) 45 04002 ,_t’

PLACE OF ACCIDENT 180 yards off shore, Ouam

AIRCRAFT AND STATION 3-29 (42-940m)

AIR DAMAGE Comvlete wreek

Ls, Joha D, OF
PILOT NAME 189 Ly, Joha Retlly

Lt, 6. v .
PERSONNEL INVOLVED _m Oe=Pilot, Mmd Lt, Jack smpask; Bavigater, 2ud Lt
AND INJURIES

Rarry Farrel Stallings, Jr.i Bosbardier, 2md Ls, Johz Aldert
Rauri; Oveorver, Znd Lt. Phillp Sests Mupeon; Radio Operater

Gumner, 3r%. Anthony Seseph_Ssaffidi; Ounmners: Opl, Stewary
Jmel}}_l_*_opl. Valtar Mopien Wwein: Op), Raymend Mavtinm
$tell; Opl. Dertrand 'lmr‘_km N/S¢t Roy V, M!

fe)e Patar,Onpe Yovpryargl] W1a%l%gey s s 000009000
Departed Mather Tlold for Fuam, via Joha Rodgers Pleld, 7. K,

DESCRIPTION OF

ACCIDENT
snd Kvajalein leland, IVR clearsnce fros Kvajaleiz te
Muan, Crashed 180 yards off shore, Ouan, water depth 7
wnknown. JBodies mot recovered after 4 hours seareh,
/1

MISSION Perry

WEATHER
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