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SECTION A--VDENTIFYING DATA

(1) PLACE o8 actiBERT < STATE- COusfY- REAREST Towm - OISTABCE 5 TIRECTION FROW Lk 2CATT ARV SIBTITUD - SITVARLT T FIRILYi%a FIOR Wl

| 100 milas north of Iwo Jima 100 miles north of Iwo Jima i
() as CALISIE @aTe Atept aehCI0FT? T (31 aF mu'PEas oF MIRCANT JRvOLYED (7108 SEPARATE Fomn 1% FOR EACH &1 RCRAT) Ml; YYD | )
K] ves [ A0 L9104k 7. 7/‘{ (] 0%, 5% ’
o] siscnalt ee, TSy Tvee moORL STAIES [147 word STatioe
L2=91,0l0 ) 29 ° North Field, Ouam
1 ain veacr eo coreunt o SUN-Comiap visé Worr - 80, Am Y squatoon
20th AP IXI Bomber Command | 3Lgth | 330th Bosd Group (VH) L59th
Wmm (YOASTT AR AL T'E A TYMLTN T T (7] 2 i Y ¥ hul W NG .
Gunther, Robert W, Captain | 4G 0452563 27 | X | siplane Com}
[() aviacuis statioe AT CF Commany i-toreand I oot < 04, v TR LU D
North Field, Guam | 20th Alr X 3G 3L4th | 330th Bomb (VH) 459th

SECTION B--ACCIDENT DATA

T0) pescaypTion oF acCIOERT

Mroraft f42~94043, lead siroraft of §3 elemsnt, and airoraft R2-9404h, #2 alrcraft
of £ element in a equadron formation eollided in a fermation turn to the laft, Both air~ | i
oraft were flying slightly high on the lsad elsment when a tum to the right was made immed-
{ately followed by a tum to the laft. Both tums were made by bombsight to check the
ocoordination of bonbsight turns en O-1 auto pilot in preparstion for a formstion bombing ‘
run. Alroraft §,2-9,04h made a large correction in order to avoid the lead elemsnt aircraftf ;
and alreraft Fi2~0L0L0 made a correction to move out of the way, but was unable to avoid | ¥
the f2 position airoraft. The right wing of airoraft f42~94040 and the left wing of air-
°£ collided with minor damage to ajyoraft Fi2-%040 and major damage to air-
] L2-910MA.
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T3V CXTE8T OF BAMCES - &IRCRAFT 4ROJOR OTNER

Wing tip damaged - Beplaced
lsading edge damaged on outer wing panel « Repaired

{8) contaionTing CAUSE FaCTORS
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Perscoal account of incidents leading up to and including collision of
aircraft § 423-9.040 with aircraft # L42-9404k4,

Joined formation in assexhly aroa as briefed in liing Ground School,
leading low elament of three B~29's, During olirdh to bombing altitude, we
expsrienced difficulty in maintaining position and resorted to full power,
During this phase our low elemsnt mintained cxcellent spacing,

° Approaching the 1.P. the leader increased air speed as brisfed and
for several mimites we were unable to hold poaition, During this moneuver
the right wing man elected to stay in position pospective to the lead
elenant.,, Upon drawing into position the lead ship exmscuted a asteep bank
toward the left, The right wing ship followed suit and with such a rapid
change of course that & collision was ineritable, \ie attempted with all
force and daxterity to aveid being hit. Our maneuver wns limited to a
sharp twm amny from him as @y laft wing man had his proper position
below and in close proximity to our ovn ship,

We eperionced a slight bounce and the crow was immediataly alerted
for baillout or possible ditching, The I!Pm set on emergency and our
cource was set for Imo Jim,

It soon bocams apparent that the aircraft waa copabls of sustalned
flight so our flight plan was rosumed,
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PERSOKAL ACCOUNT OF INCIDENTS LEADING UP TO AND INCLUDING COLLISION OF
AJBCRAFT & 1,2-940L0 WITH AIRCRAFT # 42-~9404k.

We were flying formation at approximately 20,000 feet, when our
plans and the plane flying tho t wing position in the same element
oollided. The wing ship flying on our right wing wus slightly ahead of us
in the formtion., The formation exscuted a left turn and I noticed that
in a sharp bank and headed towards our.plane, Our
, but the two planes were & little too close.
ship tried to straighten out, the left wing
fearing off a
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Personal acoount of incidents leading te and inoluding collisiof of
aircraft §# 42~9,0L0 and airareft # A2~ .
Vie were flying at 20,000 fest in formation, The forrution was
invthcntbohado made a sharp turn to the left. Our plane also
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_aircra.!t £ 12-94040 with aircraft # L23-9L0LL.
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impact and after we discovered
mds the run on tho target aingley,
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360433 B
SIIFCTs Trapmuittnl of Form lh-A.
a.
! TOs Commnnding Oonoral, AAFTOA, Attn: Statistioal Control Division,

T Commnnding General, YXI DNomber Cormnnd, AP0 234

In aceordance with the provisions of AAFTOA Regulation 15-14,
tho attachod AAF Form -4, Ropart af iinor Accifent, is approved and
L forvardod. &
d FOR TIX OOMMANDING GENFRAL:

DOLF E. MURILEISEN
Colonel, Air Corps

PrE——————

1 Mol Chief of Staff
AAY Forn Lier (in quad)
A/ ! R2-9L0%0.
)
AICPN 260.2% 1st Ind o’

HEADQUARTERS TWENTIATH AlR FORCR, APO R34, o/¢ Postmaster,
San Franclsco, Callfornis 22 ;i 945 ‘

TO: Commaniing General, United sStates aArmy Strateglo alr
+ Torcos, ADMIN, AFO 9353, o/0 Fostasster, San Francisoo,
California
ATTENTICM: Statistioal Control pivision

Forwarded 1in cgmpliance witlh UsasTaP fegulation 18-14.
- FOR TRE CCUMANNING GENERAL:

WILILIAM § CLUETT
Major, rir Corpn
Actpr Awa't Adtjutant Goenernd
1lncl:
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Use this form in accordanc® with AAF Neg. 62 14 and “Nieeenft Accident
Inventigator's Handbook ™ issided by Office of Flying Safety, Headgunrters, AAF,

Fill in oll spaces exeept where otherwise indiented.

It additional space is needed, use additional sheet(s) and ideatify by proper
seetion letter and sulmection numisr,
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Section A—GENERAL INFORMATION

Lleace o AdLibe s

atate, Coutly, Neatert Tuwn, Dctatieos snd Thrcction Tron sane

100 idlee North of 1lwo Jiza

Neawgeat Aty Aveficet, Distutoe sud Direction from ban:,

2wo Jima, 100 iiles
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x v f Y No

AF Noa. or Awexart INvorveb (Filie sequrste Forts 04 for oach
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}
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Section B—AIRCRAFT

24h

JlAth

B8.Ce

I At kaArt Nuo, 2 Tyrk Muniy Bakins & Hona BranioN
A3ADILA D=29A 2608 AFO X34, @/0 PoM,, 5,7, Calif,
4 Ak Fown o COMMAND SumcumsaNy WinG timare No. axsp‘fyrs HQuanans

I9n (vH)

Ixx
Toval Hovan
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2=19-43

OVERHAVLING DEPOT OK SURDERST

fone

fratk Last Ovaniare

ne

Hovns BINcR Ovrunart.

noncomplisnce

Atlach detalled stalement of toch orders having dirert bearing on this serident which have not been complied with. Demeribe orders snd give reanone for

Section C—OPERATOR (Person ot controls o time

of accident)

1. Last Nawa FlM\N‘ou Muwors IMitan Unavs Lauancu ABN Ak Aux
v L .
BUCGKLEY JCSEFN Be'. ' 188 1k AC O-B10065 | XM 1917
2. ATTALHAD DIATION AF un CuMmany NUMUMMAND Winn GikouP N, aND TYee NQUADRON
e
3. AsvuNRD RTATION AV on Causasn BUMOMMANG Wing GROUE N aNb UYes SgUapnun

4. ABRONAUTICAL HaTen? -Yu L_]Nu

Prasast Ranng trare Recuiven

rit 30 Mg, A

S Nusumat. Dury Siares
a

Cummsancier

Section D—OPERATOR'S FLYING EXPERIENCE (Including civilian)

FLvso Tiue Ist PreoronSare | Omek I'oror | Fill (e ltams 8 and 9 only If operstor was atudent in traln. {10. AAF BCHOOLA J'REVIOUPLY ATTENDED AND Draves
Lyva v BICLENT OV BTUDRAT ing or rated pliut in CES, OTU, ete.
1 .’:'mn. . A Taanar Crans No. asp Mooy, 01U, CCTS, Emw. m ”’ “ w m “
ot ne
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m L?bjﬂ 1 9. PHANE ann HOURA N THin Piase
3. Hloves Tims Puasc Thraton t‘ununlr&nm oK 187 Pinoy
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1609 805 |
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Section F—-DAMAGE

Deacribe briefly the sateat of the damage which sorurred. (If ne damege, write “None.™ If alrerall s miming, write “Mindag.” If sirvruft was lotally
wenchod, ou otate)

1. TO Ammcaarr Py ®
[}
Loty ® o %
wing tip of plwo was dxwaced, : .
3. To ExaIxx 1 2 3 4
®
Q [o) -
L To Prorzuse |1 2 3 b ‘ hd
4. TO Paivats PRuPEATY (KXPLADI OX ATTACUMENTS)
- ¥

Section G—POWER PLANT FAILURE

(Uss this saction of the form If powes plant fallure was & conwributing cunas facier in (he nocident. L. Dunamion or Fisontr Bocs Last Taxs-ore
This must be signed by enginessing ofices) Houns Miwures

——

(M (0] (3) “)

2, Emaing Moost

3. Exoing No.

4. Exnowe-Illovas Bince Lasy Majos Ovenuare

8, Darut ox Bus-beror PazrorwiNa Oveauavt

o K

6. Totat Exaomns-Flovms y &

7. Prorxirzr Mopsxt

8. Paorxrign-Houvas Bincs Major Overnavt

9. BIATEMENT UF UFPSRaTUR, IF AVAILABLE, UN BRuavivl oF PUWER P'LANT aANb MANIPULATION OF CONTRULE JMMEDIATELY BEFORS FaiLvax

10. CIATEMENT OF ENOINEERING UFFICER, MRCHANKS, AND OTIgES A8 70 WHAT FalLED axD FRosasis Hzisone Wur

4@@014’72;2%/#’

. .

n. Ocrnnwluo or Yuse Hn&vilno Urmln unoi Grade, nnl ﬂw

Section H—AIRFRAME, LANDING GEAR, OR OTHER MATERIEL

(Uss this section If matbeiel fsllure was & contributing cutae facter in the accident. This muat be sigaed by engineering efcer)

L Dll?ll;l e Marfarst FaiLluna, INCLUDING BTAYRMENT 0F Kinp 0F Fuaut av Tug Tine 0F FALUAR AXD ALL FacTuns W Miunt Jave Gonrasvtsp Towasnp
TuE FaLvam
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Fuaxeering Orncea ‘

{Name, Urnde, and Station) .

Section I—SPECIAL EQUIPMENT "~

(Ues thin saction If special squipment —parachutes, radie, dinghirs, sxyg [ 1, Mre ex Inhern, oie.~-was 8 eoaltibuting rause fncter (a the accident
lor any reasss lacluding fallute, misusse, of by ressma ol nol being ia hr plang)
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o o Section J—AIRPORT AND FACILITIES AND AIRWAYS
¢ (Usw 10 suxtion if the airpert or Ita facilliies or air s syw facilitiss®worr & rentributing facter In the accideat, of thor because of fnad y. sslition, ar paee
mainigasnce)
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1. Eanas ° . ° o o
o °
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Section K—WEATHER (This must be signed by weather officer of the reponting station)

1o Waar Was 3. WaaTuse af Lie L axu PLace or us Awnsst’ Seat bored mlus clouds with base at 2000 ft,.
- |_ming MK - 12X. Wimibility 30 Miles at 20,000 feets

G 2 Waaturn War a FatTon N Toe Atsinsg, DEate 1w AN Sifacil t Ly o Waatuan hiarunts

b .

% E (3 riiren~ ? ¢

AR G2 mxsou C. BROWNSON, CAPTAIN, Air Corps, APO 33k

Section L—GENERAL INFORMATION

1. 17 Eagox UN TUS I’ABT UF hoMEGNE OBER TN THE OrENATOR Was 4 Factur, 8TaTE tlow

Fland froa 330th Bomb Group, K~49, poeldd off to the left at £0° anple., Plans
on the laft of elsmoat peeled off at lesser angls oousing damge to left wing tip of
plane # 42-9/0Lk. . - e,
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Section M—DESCRIPTION OF THE ACCIDENT

Y. T 18 Nannarive Fouu, 10 as Mucs Dxvart as Necessany, Evearruma Taad m Knoww ABOUT e Acapeve. Ba Soa
L . 8 vo Cover Evaarruin’ v
Cantaratren ToOwann tHE Actbawe. Incrtne klnuuulr;narum. FUR ACTION TU PRABVENT BiMiLan ATIDENTS, aXb ACTION TasgN ) THAT Mav dlave
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leader joined formation approxima

e o tion bat had to mold 8 1hbee

Miod.nodtomntionmd
started

lsader droppod back fram position,
fuocy Tty oy S48 him 22 g Sejolid (5 Tt rone.

FPreseure und R,0.M, an2d Jjust
realised if lggppodbcck-ithnvdmtmmlc no
th

Took off frum North Fleld at 10448 to complete a Training Bombing Mission against
tion an the lead

' ant at 1ry3l local time. |
A AT S ke
o ted ﬁ:«nbl: point at 15:07.

1.4 elemant as
ny

position, 1
have my positiocn and
ay alement leader

in tine to make basb run, During the climb

N

Returned to base and landed at 20135.
accamphlished withoyt any difficulty from damaged wing.

toward sition in a bank to the right., Aftar in tor some time K
a sharp pot.ot.helctt. ummmmmmuﬁ:tungup t abg
one foot of my left wing tip and tore it off. K-&4 continued in his bank and abor
from the formation,
I dropped back and tested fof contrel and found it to be
satisfactory to safely he aircraft in fommation, I then moved back up into forma
took my relative posi on the lsad elonont, In approaximately 5 ainutas luider
his doors and I ocontimued in formation until bango e Allor txwbs away I
%memﬁm leader of formation but failed on four at s. FMnally cootacted
T or 9 who in turn oontascted lsader and info him I was from the foramtion
and sted a buddy ship to acoompany mo back o Torrier 9 taen todk a poaiticn
of ship and ac mo home,
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8 July 135

PERSONAL A:COUNT OF INCIDENTS LEADIAG UF TO AND INCLUDING COLLISION OF
AIRCRAFT # 42-9404L0 WITH AIRCRAFT # A2-9A0kL4

»

Took off from North Field at 10148 to complete a Trainiag Bombing
mission against Chi chi Shima,

Reached asseably point and took my position an the lead element at ]
14331 local time. Low element leader joined formation appruximately 15
minutes later, Atteapted to join K-64 in formation but had to hold a
loose position until K-64 pulled in his trailing antenna, Then joined : .
formation and departed.assembly point at 15:07 .

Formation started a climb and low element leader dropped back from

positiony 1 dropped back and had much difficulty keeping up with him as
he rejoined the lsad element, -The low element leader again dropped back
and 1 held ay position on the lead element as I was pulling maxinua Mani-
fold Pressure and R.P.M, and just holding my position, I realised if X
dropped back with my element leader I could not have held my position and
rejoined the lead element in time to make bamb run, During the elimb my
element leadsr pulled up to his position and dropped back several times
and I expected to rejoin my position in his element on bomb ru=,

b bt W SRR fhsapunares i

At approximately 15136 I was directly behind and slightly lower than
the left wing man on the lead clement when the eloment went into a quick
turn to the right und then back to the laft and rolled out straight and

level. 1 held my position during this thurns vith same difficulty due to .
the suddenes of the turns but was in the same position in relations to Lhe 1
lead element as when turns had first been mads,

The leader of the low element K-8/ had not been in position when we w
went in to the first furn to the right and as we rolled dback to the lsft
and rolled out X-64 was coming toward my position in a bank to the right,
After coming in for sems time K-64 started s sharp bank to the left, As°
X-64 reached his maximum bank his right wing tip caught about one foot of

ny left wing tip and tore it off. K-64 contimied in his bank and aborted
from the formation, -

® I dropped back slightly and tested the aipplane for control and found
it to be satisfactory to safely fly the aircraft in formation, I then moved i
back up into formation and took my relative position on the lead element,
In approxiantely 5 aioutes leader opened his doors and I continued in for-
mation until bombs away, After bombs away I attempted to contact leader of *
fomation but failed on four attempts. Finally contacted Terrier 9 who in
turn contacted leader and inforwed him I was aborting from the formation snd
rvjuested a buddy ship to accompany me back hcme, Terrier 9 then took a

LIy -8
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Statement (continued) .
o 4 [
poaition of buddy ship and accompanied me homs, ¢

Returned to base and landed at 20335,
Landing was aooompuaho_d without any diffiouliy from damaged wing,

L] L]
L] ]

hupilats,

1st Lt., A.C. 0-810465
Airplane Commander,
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SIAIEMENT .
.
\
. 8 July 1945
PERSUNAL ACCOUNT UF INCIDENTS LEADING UP TO AND INCLUDING COLLISION OF
AIRCRAFT # L2-94040 WITH AIRCRAFT # L2-9L0LJ .

1 was riding in Bambardier's position and was watching the # 3 plane
in the lead element at the time of the accident. Just prior to the macid-
ent the formation had made a quick turn to the right, then left, and finally

leveled out, We were flying straight and level and had boen in the altitude
for approximutely 30 seconds before we had the aceident,

During the turns we held our position LO feet undesrneath and about
20 feet behind the # 3 ship in the lead element, and were in approximately
the same position when K-64 hit us, I did not see the aceident, but felt
the impact, *

L. MILLER,
d Lt. A.C. 0788821
Boambardier, *
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. 8 July 1945

PERSONAL ACCOUNT CF INCIDENTS LE.DING UP 10 AND INCLUDING CuLLISIUN oFf
AIRCRAFT # L2~9404L0 AITH AIRCRAFT # L2~9404f ¢

®
»

Accldent was reported by left scanner at 1536, local time, approxi-
mately 100 miles norti-east of Iwow/ima, on couree to I.P,

.- Did not see accident ocour froa navigutor's position,

Alroraft P-48 took off irom Morth Field at 10148 local time, Reached
Assanbly point at lks2l. Left Assembly point at 15307 with formation,
After aceident, continued to target, bombed, and returned to base, landing

at ml350
Wﬁgwruom -
«  2nd Lt. A.C, 02081152
Navig.tor,
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8 July 1945

PERSUNAL ACCOUNT CF INCIDENTS LEADING UP TO AND INCLUDING COLLISION OF
AIBRCRAFT # 42-94OLO0 WITH AIRCRAFT # L42~9LOLL

») -

Por quite saue tine planes K-64 and K-49 werw flying at an 8 o'slock
position about Z00 to 300 yards fro:z us, The started closing ln and when
I looked .out nguin a socond later, ;lane K-49 was peeling off to the left
at an angle of 80°, Directly above him and on ou® left “wing tip plane K-64
was peeling off t.o the left at a lesser angle.

I noted the damage to our plane ‘und reported it to the airplance

. L. 803.
Sxt. 13083266
: Left Gunner, - .
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8 July 1945
11
PERSONAL ACCOUNT OF INCIDENTS LEADING UP TO AND INCLUDING COLLISIUN OF -
AIRCRAFT # 42-9LOLO WITH AIRCRAFT # 42-9404LA '
. i
! . . ‘
In regard to the collision between P-48 and K-64, I was ridigg in the
rightPucanners' seat of P-48 and as the acaident involved the left wing of j
of the plane I was unable to see anything of the acaident. We were approx-
imately flying a straight and level course at the time of impact. ) . ‘
{
' W% e
. Samuel G. Athey,/dr. ’
Sgt. 33822947 f
’ . Right Gunner |
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* 8 July L945

PERSUNAG ACCUUNT CP INCIDENTS LEADING UP TO AND INCLUDING CULLISION OF
AIRCRAFT # L42-940L0 WITH AIRCRIFT # A42-940LL .

» &

*

We wore in formatlon and I had noticed 2 ships peeling up at about
7 or 8 o'clock level, I looked out the right vindow to see how things
were coming aleng, as I turned back facing 6 o'clock I saw a flash of sun-
1ight on metal and suw a plece go by, Imaediately I looked out at our
left wing and saw it was slightly damaged and a ship was peeling away

at about an 80° bank,

. ' Minor Jr.
- Cpl. 35203998
: Tail Gunner,
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3154TH BOMBARDMENT WING °
APO 334y 0/0 Postmaster
San Prancisoco, Californie
360433 15 Jaly 1945

SUBJECT: Transmittal of AAF Form 1j4.

TO t Commanding General AAFFOA,
ATTN: Statistical Control Divigion.
(Thrus Commanding General, XX1 Bomber Command, AFD 234,
o/o Postmaster, San Pranoisoo, California.)

In aocordance with AAPPOL Regulatlon 15-14, AAP Porm 14, Report of
Major Aooideunt, is approved and forwarded.

POR THE COIMMANDING GENERAL:

DOLP E MURHIRISEN
2 Inolse ) Colonel, Alr Corps
1nol. 1-AAF Porm 1 (In quad) with atteohments Chief of Staff
Inole 2-AAF Form 1hA (In quad)

Al0PR 360.33 . lgt Ind

HRADQUARTERS TWENTIETH AIR PORCE, APO 234+ ¢/0 Postmaster, S8an Praneisco,
California 20 JUL 1945 °

101 Commanding Osnoral, United States Army Strateglo Alr Porces, ADMIN,
APO 953, o/0 Postmaster, San Prancisoo, California
ATTENTION: 8tatistioal Control Division
Porwarded in compliance with USASTAP Regulation 15-14.

FOR THR COVMANDING OENERALs

WILLIAM S c¢LupET?

° ka jor, Air Corps
° Actg Ass't Adjutunt General
1 Inel
AAP Porm 1) w/attachments
(awp)
° o o




