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Subject: MACR 14367 Crew 16 (Edwards Crew)

Missing Air Crew Report 14367 contains a total of 13 pages; 11 of these 13 pages are scanned and
part of this file. The 2 pages that were omitted from this were done so because they were duplicate
pages of the Air Sea Rescue Report No. 5 issued by 314th Bombardment Wing, HQ pg. 1 & pg. 2.
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HE XMARTIRS
314 TH BOMB.KD ENT WING -\
APO 246 Unit 2, e/o PX \ ST
.San Francisco, Calif

Alr Ses Roscue Report No. 5 (Supplemert to AAF Fom 16, dated 12 Lay 1945},

1. Wing 3lkth  Group 39th  Squadron 60th  B-29 Flane No. 4L~7004.
2, uission No. 14 & 15 (Oita), 4 May 1945,
5. Cause of Abandonment: Primary cause - bad osbin firm, Sanai .ty cAuse -
complete loas of electrical power,
L. Tine, locats n: O345 GCT & May 1945; 24° 18'N 1° 22'E
5S¢ Crews
Pogiticp Name Bank Last Seer.
21/ e P 5 L Edwards 1st Lt Missing /
2., CP U W Hetherington 2nd Lt Rescued
3. K B Fields F/o Roscued
Le B James Engholdt 2nd Lt 7
5« RO C R Anderson s,t lltmnd/
g. e H W Clark T/Sgt Misaing //
« RO £ E Nyholm Sgt Hissing 7
8. 1G i O'Brien' sgt - Rescued
%. 16 i Jm& Cpl Missing /
10, CFC G W Arundale  5/Sgt Missing
11, Radar ;v UATely ‘é&‘m Missing -

o. Prior to Abardgmuent:
‘fhe emergency of the aircraft developed at (35 on May Ath. The

position of aircraft was approximately 20 miles south of Iwo Jima at 10,000
fi, Taiere was no indication of any trouble before the fire started, No one
in the plane smelled or saw any smoke before the fire broke out, The fire
was first scen by the radio operator in the vicinity of the woltage regul-
ators under the Lisisom Nadio,/ Thn flames looked as if they were coming oif
the floor, ' . phes ek vt
The redio opar‘&tcr notified the crew in the nose by voice. OSteps
were imediately taken to put out the {ire with Lhe extinguisher, The [lames
wore out for a momenl but started again and the extinguisher was empty. The
radio operator made attempts to smother the flames with flak curtains lLut
could not gst at it to do any good.

b. at
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14 stato of emergency was doclared by the pilot, There was no elect-
rical power as soon as the fire started, The pilot hit the goar switeh to
got nqse gear down and also hit the alamm bell, The alamm bell gave one vely
short ring, tut the nose gear did not start down, The co-pilot tried to call
tuddy ship but the radio was out and also the interphone bucame inoperative.
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The bomberdier, engineer and navigator were attempting to crank the
nose gear by hand, There was a great deal of smoke in the nose of plane, It
vas a whitish grey smoke and very irritating. The windows in the pilots '
compartment were tried open and closed with no noticable changes in the smuke,

" c. Abandomman’:.
sJeat-- '

* The co-pilot secing that the efforts of the crew to get the nose gear
down were not going to well, and as 1:é was coughing a great deal and couldn't
sce very well, left the co-pilots seat to go back to the borb bay door to get
sane air. The co-pilot saw the CFC gdfifiéf foing through the tunnel to tell
the men in back to bail out. The radid operator jumped down in the boub
bay ¢ 'd pulled the emergency handle. The doors opened and he fell out, The

o' 'to-pilot was standing on the cat walk and was just going back inside wi.en 18

- navigator came out and jumped. He was so badly burned that he was hordly
recognizable, The fire had inoreased in intensity a great deal in about 15
seconc.. When the co-pilot had came out, the flames were coming out under
the top turrct but when he started to go back in the {lames were over the
turrct, with intense t: so he turned around and jumped. The navigator had
tried to bring the % back with hin but he wouldn't go through fire.

¢5+"The left gunner heard the alam bell, fas his paraciute and started for

the rear escape hatch, telling the right oF to follow him, -The right
gunner had started to get a fire extinguisher to take up front. The radar <,
officsr was in his chute and wac fast.ning on his dinghy when the left gunner
got back to radar roon, He,}old him one had bailed out of the front and
to . Two men, the radar tnd righ er, were standing chind the left

v “gunner whea he jumped, The co-pilot jumped and pulled the cord when he saw
he was ciear of the planc, The plano came back around ia a circ)e and the
whole nose was on fire, flames were coming out the top and right side of
fuselage, After about a ninety degree turn nore it blew up befors hitting the
wator, 7

The co-pilot saw four othor chutes below hin and just before the explosion
another una open quite low and close to the plane, thorefore, the co=-pilot was
certain that six got out of the pliae. .

d. Escape:
4\‘*"” '!‘-L' L4

The co-pilot, navigator, and radio operator bailed out through the
front bomb bay. The left gunner bailed out through the rear cscape hatch,

- e, Weather:

Visibility was good. The swells were from ten to fifteen feet high,
Wind velocity was unknown, ‘

f. Survival:
Other B-29's which saw the nen parachuting out radioed in their

position, The survivors had been in the water ten minutos when they saw planea
flying low over head.
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A Navy PBY spoited the co-pilot ond dropped sex marker dye apd smoke

bombs, The co-pilot was in his ding'y approximately two minutes after contact
with the water, He paddled about ten fect, got his paraghute ani droppeu it
over his di.rw. I vas \rory easily apot.t.ed from the air and worked well as

The'lhvi,r;atu' had only his Mae West and had considerable trouble in
inflating it, His hands were severcly burned, also his head and arms, It
took him about thirty minutes to inflate his Mac West, A PBY spotted him and
dropped a five mon dinghy near him, to which he swam and got into wdth quite
a lot of trouble due to his weak condition,

The left gunnor had his dinghy. He was spotted by rescue planes and
smrke bombs and sea marker dye was dropped.

The radio operator did not nave his dinghy as it was lost in the
fire but he had his Mae Wost, He was not spotted by any rescue planes, Plance
were

flew directly over hin several times., No sea marker dye or smoke bombs
dropped noar hin,

8. Rescue;
A mine swesper had been sent out immediately and a dutrohr escort

‘soon after, The mine sweeper arrived at the scone first., It pickeu up the

navigator first who was about five miles from the co-pilot, It then came
over picked up the co-pilot. The radio operator was picked up about 15
minutés later by luck, some one saw samething out quite a ways and it was he

swinming, The destroycr escort was at the scene by this time and picked up
the left gunner.

Although efforts wore made until dark tp pick up the other mem, no
one was found, Therc was considerable wreckage still floating where t.he plane
went down. mmmmmmchgaamuhmlmksmam

The two ships stayed out until dark and then the survivors were
transferred to the destroyer escort and tcken into Iwo Jima so that the
navigator tould have better medical attention, The mine sweeper anchored in

the vicinity of the wrecikage and continued search the next day, but no further
survivors were found.

h, C ¢ tions:

(1). More coordination between the planes and ships,

(). Modification of puncturing mechanism of 002 crldnders on Type
P=i: 1ife proservoers,

(3). Use of clate canopy on raft after person bails out for purpose

of easy identification by aircraft; also helps as an euergenay
sca~anchor,
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CPIRC 704 /2485 st o,
EEADOUARTERS, CRNTRAL PACIFIC BASE COMMAND, APO 956, 18 ¥ay 1945.

To: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington, D.C,
(Attention: Statistical Comtrol Division)
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